Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29188490 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


> ' k ■? 

K-.. 


vEastry  Rural  District 


1956 


yCa-  ■ t ; 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Eastrv 

Rural  District  Council 


Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report 
for  1956.  With  it  is  to  be  read  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  which  with  such 
commendable  expedition  he  presents  to  you  in  the 
early  months  of  each  year. 

1956  was  notev/orthy  for  the  implementation  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  regulations.  In  this  respect  it  is 
disappointing  that  regulations  on  washing  facilities 
under  the  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare 
Provisions)  Act,  1956,  have  not  yet  been  implemented. 
While  these  are  to  be  the  concern  of  a Ministry 
Inspector  and  not  our  Inspector,  they  will  offer  a 
safety  measure  in  the  prevention  of  human  contamination 
of  food  in  the  process  of  picking,  sorting  and  packing 
for  marketing. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Sayers 
and  the  other  chief  officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
help  and  co-operation  and  to  you  for  your  continuing 
interest . 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Malcolm  S.  HARVEY, 

M . B . , Ch .B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Population  Mid-1956 
Area  of  the  District 


24,400 
54,276  acres 


The  follov/ing  are 

the  vital 

, statistics 

for 

1956: 

- 

Live  Births: 

Male 

184 

Female 

- 

157 

Total; 

341 

Stillbirths : 

Male 

4 

Female 

- 

1 

Total: 

5 

Infant  Deaths;  Male 
(under  1 year  of  age) 

6 

Female 

- 

1 

Total: 

7 

Infant  Deaths; 
(under  4 weeks) 

Male 

5 

Female 

- 

1 

Total; 

6 

Deaths ; 

(all  ages) 

Male  - 

207 

Female 

- 

216 

Total: 

423 

Estimated  Mid  Year  populations  24,400 

Comparability  Factors  for  Births  I.18  for  Deaths  0.68 


These  figures  give  the  following  crude  rates  and  corrected 
rates  s- 

Crude  Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  13 *97  (England  and 

Wales  15 *6) 

Corrected  Birth  rate  l6.48  births  per  1,000 

population. 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1,000  population  17*33  (England  and 

Wales  11,7) 

Corrected  Death  rate  11. 78  deaths  per  1,000 

population. 

Perinatal  Mortality  (Neonatal  Deaths  31*8  (England  and 
and  Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  births)  Wales  36.8) 

One  of  the  stillbirths  occurred  in  a pregnancy  outside 
wedlock.  14  of  the  341  births  occurred  outside  wedlock,  i.e. 


The  population  continues  to  rise,  having  gained  510 
during  the  last  year. 

The  birth  rate  after  correction  is  well  maintained  at  a 
level  above  that  for  England  and  V'/ales. 
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The  Death  rate  now  has  a realistic  correction  factor  applied 
and  is  at  the  England  and  Wales  level  of  11.7 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  during  the 
year  and  the  coi*respond ing  figures  for  1955**- 


Causes  of  Death  - Eastrv  Rural  District 


1216 

1212 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory. 

3 

2 

Other. 

1 

— 

All  other  Infectious  or  Parasitic  Diseases. 

0 

1 

Mali^ant  Neoplasms.  Stomach. 

12 

10 

' •'  Dune’S  & Bronchus . 

13 

9 

’*  " " Breast. 

3 

9 

” **  Uterus. 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms. 

36 

36 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia. 

1 

2 

Diabetes . 

3 

2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System. 

62 

40 

Coronary  Disease.  Angina. 

38 

35 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease. 

3 

6 

Other  Heart  Diseases. 

94 

82 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases. 

25 

31 

Influenza . 

9 

10 

Pneumonia . 

27 

11 

Bronchitis . 

17 

17 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

7 

3 

Ulcers  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. 

8 

5 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea. 

4 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 

9 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate. 

2 

5 

Pregnancy.  Childbirth.  Abortion. 

- 

- 

Congenital  Malformation. 

4 

1 

Other  defined  and  111  defined  Diseases. 

27 

30 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

3 

3 

All  other  Accidents. 

7 

Suicide . 

3 

6 

Homicide  or  V/ar  Operations. 

— 

2 

Total  Male: 

207 

215 

Total  Female: 

2l6 

157 

TOTAL : 

42  9 

322 

Attention  should  be  directed  to  the  deaths  from  Cancer  of 
the  Lung  cr  Bronchus.  The  total  of  13  is  higher  than  for  either 
of  the  previous  three  years  (9)»  But  11  of  this  total  are  males. 
Deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  show  a 
similar  v/eighting  tov/ards  the  males;  in  bronchitis  11  males  to 
6 females;  in  the  others  5 males  to  2 females.  Evidence  is  now 
available  that  incriminates  heavy  cigarette  smoking  as  a cause  of 
lung  cancer.  Smoking  is  a known  cause  of  bronchitis  which  with 
its  harsh  morning  coughing  (as  in  heavy  smokers)  is  known  as  the 
"English  Disease"  nowadays.  It  is  considered  that  in  these  death 
causes,  namely  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  and  in  bronchitis, 
a reduction  in  heavy  cigarette  smoking  will  reverse  the  yearly 
increase  in  such  deaths. 

Three  male  lives  were  lost  as  the  result  of  motor  vehicle 
accidents  and  2 males  as  the  result  of  suicide. 


Infant  Deaths: 

The  causes  of  the  7 infant  deaths  were  as  follows 


r- 

Cause  of  Death: 

Under 
24  hrs. 

- 1 

v/eek 

- month 

- 1 year 

TOTAL : 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Congenital  deformity. 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Prematurity. 

3 

_ 

1 

- 

4 

Pneumonia . 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

I-— 

TOTAL: 

3 

2 

1 

- 

1 

7 
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Tuberculosis  Detail; 


Age  distribution  of  notifications  of  all  forms  of  tuber- 


culosis 

Under  l5 

15  - 25 

25  - 45 

Over  45 

Male 

ti 

It 

M 

1 

3 

4 

3 

Female 

1? 

It 

It 

5 

3 

3 

1 

Totals ; 

Male 

11 

Female 

12 

Total 

23 

Respiratory 

Male 

9 

Female 

11 

Total 

20 

Other  Forms 

M 

2 

M 

1 

Total 

3 

Number  on  T.B.  Register 

at_2lZl2^6. 

Respiratory 

Male 

121 

Female 

ll6 

Other  Forms 

11 

26 

n 

33 

Fifiuires  for  1955. 

Respiratory 

Male 

112 

Femiale 

10  6 

Other  Forms 

11 

25 

It 

33 

The  increase  over  the  previous  year  in  notifications  of  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  cases,  from  11  to  20,  caused  some  concern  and 
resulted  in  arrangements  to  carry  out  a Mass  Xray  survey  in  one 
particular  locality  during  1957» 

The  M.K.U.  survey  during  1956  was  applied  to  villages  in  the 
belief  that  there  v/ere  numbers  of  people  un-surveyed  who  could 
only  be  reached  by  such  n’ral  expeditions.  During  October  and 
November  visits  were  made  to  Minster,  3t . Nlcholas-at-Wade , 
Mcnkton,  Ash  and  Winghami.  The  numbers  going  through  the  unit 
were i - 


Minster 

507 

St.  Nicholas. 

200 

Monk ton 

91 

Ash 

439 

.‘/inghami 

257 

TOTAL: 

1,494 

Only  one  active  case  of  tuberculosis  was  uncovered  by  the 
survey  and  10  inactive  or  healed  cases.  It  is  doubtful  v/hether 
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the  end  result  justified  the  efforts  spread  over  tv/elve  working 
days  of  the  visit,  which  was  thereby  denied  to  other  areas, 
although  the  one  active  case  discovered  will  not  agree. 


Immunization  and  Vaccination. 


The  following  figures  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  concern  this  district  only:- 

Children  Immunized  acainst  Diphtheria  during  10^6. 


Year 

of 

Birth: 

vO 

LfN 

CO 

rH 

IPN 

LTn 

ON 

"I — 1 

UA 

CO 

I — 1 

rr) 

ITN 

CO 

r— 1 

C\J 

UA 

CO 

1 — 1 

rH 

CTn 

1 — 1 

o~ 

rH 

1949 1 

CO 

CO 

rH 

0- 

CO 

1 —  1 

NO 

CO 

tH 

uo 

CO 

rH 

Nt 

CO 

rH 

on 

of 

CO 

cH 

CM 

of 

00 

rH 

Total 

Primary 
Inocula- 
tions . 

UO 

cv 

CO 

NO 

t-l 

o 

rn 

C\J 

on 

on 

rH 

C\J 

on 

on 

CM 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

Iro 

CM 

Re- inforcing 
Inoculations , 

1 

1 

\ 

- - 
n 

1 

rH 

1 — I 

NO 

CO 

O 

CM 

00 

CM 

0- 

nO 

on 

CM 

1^ 

rH 

of 

1 

on 

UO 

0- 

CM 

The  following  tabulation  shows  the  number  of  children 
under  age  15  on  ])l/lP./'^6  who  had  completed  a course  of 
immunization  since  1/1/42;- 


1 

Year  of 

CM 

on 

of 

U^ 

NO 

Co- 

CO 

CO 

0 

I — I 

CM 

— 

on 

UN 

r: 

• • 

rH 

CtJ 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

UN 

UN 

UN 

1 UN 

UN 

UN 

ITN 

Birth . 

CO 

ON 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

ON 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

0 

iH 

1 " 

1 1 

rH 

rH 

iH 

1 — I 

I — 1 

rH 

iH 

rH 

*H 

rH 

1 — ! 

rH 

Last  comx- 

plete 

course  of 

Injections 

Q 

CM 

rH 

on 

u^ 

CO 

CM 

I — 1 

on 

CO 

CM 

CM 

1 — ! 

00 

UN 

H 

CM 

CM 

NO 

CO 

CO 

rH 

(>- 

CO 

CM 

of 

on 

CO 

CM 

CO 

( ii'/h ether 

1 — 1 

H 

H 

1 — 1 

I — 1 

CM 

CM 

rH 

rH 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

rH 

NO 

Primary  or 

CM 

booster) 

1951-1956 

1951  or 

UA 

00 

rH 

UN» 

of 

on 

NO 

NO 

rH 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

on 

CM 

CO 

oD 

CM 

un 

CO 

rH 

1 

\Q 

earlier . 

I — 1 

1 — 1 

I 1 

1 — 1 

1 

_ J 

J 

00 
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Children  Vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  1956 


Year 

of 

Birth 

vO 

ITN 

ON 

r-l 

UN 

UN 

ON 

H 

UN 

ON 

1 — 1 

m 

UN 

ON 

1— 1 

C\J 

UN 

ON 

1 — 1 

r~l 

UN 

ON 

■-< 

0 

UN 

C7N 

1 — I 

ON 

ON 

r-H 

CO 

Nf 

ON 

r-H 

0- 

Nl- 

CJN 

r-l 

NO 

Nt 

ON 

rA 

UN 

(ON 

1 — 1 

•sh 

Nt 

ON 

on 

Nt 

ON 

1 — 1 

CM 

0 

r-l 

Be- 

fore 

1942 

1 1 

Pr imary 
Vaccina- 
tion. 

ON 

C\J 

vjD 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

I — 1 

r^ 

1 

I 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

UN 

NO 

1 — 1 

Re-Vacci- 

nation. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

OJ 

1 

CM 

1 

r— 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

CM 

1 — 1 

Dn. 

1 — 1 

As  the  number  of  births  in  1956  was  3^^!  these  figures 
indicate  that  the  activity  in  vaccinating  infants  is  equiva- 
lent to  48%  of  the  newborn,  a drop  of  10%  on  1955* 

The  state  of  protection  of  the  child  population  through 
vaccination  against  smallpox  could  be  improved  with  advantage 
to  the  children  and  to  the  community,  for  with  only  half  the 
children  protected  there  are  too  many  ready  to  fall  victim  of 
infection  if  smallpox  is  introduced  into  the  district  as  can 
so  readily  happen  with  the  speed  of  present  day  air  travel. 

The  state  of  protection  against  diphtheria  remains  on  the 
1955  level. 

Outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery. 

On  2nd  June,  1956,  it  was  learned  from  an  Aylesham 
family  doctor  that  he  v;as  seeing  some  cases  of  diarrhoea,  of 
v;hom  a few  had  vomitting.  The  cause  had  not  been  identified. 

At  least  one  case  v/as  severe  enough  to  warrant  a domiciliary 
visit  by  the  consultant  paediatrician.  In  such  an  urban  con- 
centration as  Aylesham  with  a population  of  over  3^000  persons 
closely  intermingled  in  v/ork  and  at  week-end  recreation,  news 
spreads  quickly  and  rumour  is  more  epidemic  than  the  disease. 

The  week-end  concentrates  the  intermingling  of  households,  the 
spread  of  information,  the  purchase  of  remedies,  and  with  little 
doubt  the  transfer  of  hand  to  mouth  infections.  It  took  ten 
days  to  sift  rumour  from  fact,  obtain  stool  specimens  from 
active  cases  of  diarrhoea,  and  to  get  a clear  picture  of  the 
developing  epidemic. 

The  Infant  School  had  experienced  some  cases  of  diarrhoea 
since  the  middle  of  May  and  by  12th  June  some  50  children  out 
of  236  pupils  and  two  members  of  the  staff  had  been  off  school 
for  short  periods.  In  the  Junior  School  a few  cases  had 
occurred  during  June  and  in  the  Secondary  School  no  cases  were 
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reported.  Cases  were  reported  in  the  rural  area  towards  Dover 
and  a fev/  at  Winghairi.  The  clothing  factory  reported  a few  cases, 
absent  from  work  from  half  a day  to  three  days. 

In  all  120  cashes  were  notified  and  the  majority  v;ere 
identified  as  Sonne^  Dysentery  - no  other  casual  organism  being 
found.  41  were  school  children,  21  under  school  age  and  58 
were  adults.  The  epidemic  subsided  before  the  school  holidays 
and  did  not  re-appear  in  the  Autumn  and  it  is  my  opinion  that 
the  determining  factor  was  the  concentrated  attention  to  per- 
sonal hygiene  and  the  prevention  of  transmission  of  infection 
through  toilets  and  by  food  handlers. 

The  action  taken  was  as  follows.  The  Parish  Council 
assisted  with- publicizing  advice  on  preventative  measures.  The 
Press  accepted  a statement  on  the  situation  and  precautions 
advised.  The  family  doctors  co-operated  in  early  notification 
and  in  obtaining  stool  specimens  from  new  cases,  with  the  public 
health  department  dealing  with  subsequent  clearance  as  non- 
infectious.  The  Coal  Board’s  medical  officer  worked  closely 
with  us  in  general  precautions  and  in  the  supervision  of  food 
handlers  and  instituted  special  precautions  in  mines  canteens. 

The  head  teachers  of  schools  enforced  strict  hygienic  pre- 
cautions, of  handwashing  before  meals  and  after  playtime 
disinfection  in  the  sanitary  blocks  of  schools,  and  a freedom 
from  infection  return  to  school  certificate  was  required 
after  diarrhoeal  illness.  Any  handler  of  open  food  suffer- 
ing diarrhoea  was  excluded  from  work  until  cleared  of 
infection. 

The  general  picture  v;as  that  Sonne  Dysentery  developed 
amongst  the  children  of  the  Infant  School  and  spread  home  with 
them  to  infect  pre-school  children  and  adults,  and  that  adequate 
treatment  of  cases  backed  by  precautions  to  prevent  spread 
through  sanitary  blocks  in  schools  and  places  of  employment, 
and  through  food  handlers,  and  a general  awareness  of  personal 
hygienic  precautions,  caused  the  epidemic  to  subside. 

The  notifications  of  dysentery  week  by  week  according  to 
age  were  as  follows  for  the  v/hole  district.  The  first  week 
23/6/56  included  notifications  of  cases  with  onset  at  least 
one  v/eek  before ;- 
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V/eek 

Ending 

\ 

rn 

Cvi 

sD 

\ 

O 

no 

7/7 

1 

21/7 

00 

CM 

Total 

June 

Quarter 

Total 

September 

Quarter 

1 

1 

1 Vrs 

1 

1 

o 

11 

4 

3 

1 

- 

2 

15 

6 

5-10 

14 

4 

7 

3 

- 

2 

18 

12 

10  - 15 

7 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

9 

2 

15^ 

39 

8 

5 

4 

- 

2 

47 

11 

TOTAL: 

71 

18 

15 

10 

- 

6 

89 

31 

Housing  Matters; 

llir , Sayers  reports  in  his  section  of  the  report  on  the  pro- 
cess made  v/ith  slum  clearance. 

A comment  on  condensation  damp  is  called  for  by  reason  of 
the  trouble  experienced  in  this  part  of  Kent  in  periods  of  heavy 
humidity.  Buildings  of  modern  construction  and  the  stronger 
non-porous  plasters  show  up  faulty  ventilation  or  bad  ventila- 
tion habits  by  throwing  out  moisture  from  a humid  atmosphere 
onto  the  walls.  This  can  happen  even  to  the  extent  of  finding 
that  water  has  run  off  the  walls  onto  the  floor,  or  that  tiled 
floors  show  beads  of  moisture  underneath  mats  or  carpets.  There 
are  so  many  sources  of  moisture,  such  as  gas  cookers,  hct  water 
supplies,  paraffin  stoves,  or  washing  day,  besides  the  emanation 
of  moisture  in  the  breath  or  from  the  skin  of  the  occupiers,  that 
there  is  need  for  education  amongst  the  tenants  of  modern  houses 
on  the  essential  nature  of  ventilation.  Trouble  is  experienced 
especially  where  a house  is  left  closed  all  day  by  tenants  who  all 
go  out  to  work  and  by  elderly  frail  persons  who  attempt  to  keep 
out  all  draughts.  The  problem  has  arisen  particularly  in  a block 
of  Council  houses  set  in  the  valley  at  Lower  Ey thorne . This  chalk 
valley  is  surrounded  by  hills  and  closed  by  a v/ell  treed  hollow 
and  will  not  lose  its  humidity  easily.  This  accentuates  the 
effect  of  limited  household  ventilation  and  condensation  damp 
occurs . 
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An  elderly  person  living  alone  in  another  village  per- 
sistently complained  of  damp  that  was  caused  entirely  by 
condensation  and  could  not  be  induced  to  take  the  measures 
necessary  to  stop  it.  That  case  was  solved  when  she  moved 
into  a residence  for  elderly  persons,  and  not  by  improved 
ventilation. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Disappointing  progress  had  been  made  up  to  the  end  of 
1956  in  getting  household  drains  connected  to  the  sewer  at 
Goodnestone  and  the  trenching  of  pail  closet  contents  was 
still  being  carried  out  in  gardens  'within  the  village. 

Such  unv/illingness  to  take  advantage  of  public  health 
improvements  was  very  disappointing  and  did  not  bode  v/ell 
for  those  villages  in  which  sewerage  schemes  were  recently 
completed  or  near  completion  such  as  V^ingham  or  Eastry. 

Milk  & Dairy  Regulations. 

Routine  miilk  sampling  of  supplies  as  delivered  is 
carried  out  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  In  one 
case  Brucella  Abortus  the  casual  organism  of  a debilitating 
febrile  illness  was  identified  in  a T.T.  supply.  Such 
identification  takes  time  and  by  the  time  the  result  was 
obtained  the  farm.er  had  himself  dealt  with  the  infection  in 
his  herd,  and  vaccinated  the  calves  against  it.  Receipt  of 
the  sample  result  v/as  followed  by  a check  of  where  the  milk 
supply  was  consumed.  In  the  one  distribution  point  v/here 
pasteurisation  was  not  carried  out,  this  was  arranged 
voluntarily  and  the  difficulty  avoided  of  enforcing  an 
order  for  heat  treatment,  difficult  because  action  had 
been  taken  by  the  farmer  in  the  interval  between  sample 
and  result. 

Other  Public  Health  Matters . 

The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector’s  report  follows 
and  gives  inform.ation  and  detail  on  these  matters 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Eastrv  Rural District Council 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  a report  on  circum- 
stances in  the  Rural  District  and  v/ork  for  v/hich  your 
Public  Health  Inspectors  have  been  responsible  during  the 
year  1956. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  a year  of  progress,  par- 
ticularly in  connection  with  Housing,  Drainage  and  Food 
Hygiene,  on  which  detailed  information  is  given  in  the 
Report. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of  Designation)  Act, 
1956,  presented  Sanitary  Inspectors  v/ith  a new  title, 
received  by  many  with  mixed  feelings.  To  officers  and 
also  to  Councillors  associated  with  public  health  work 
for  many  years,  the  new  designation  does  not  come  easily, 
but  whatever  views  held  upon  the  change,  there  should 
certainly  be  fewer  misconceptions  upon  the  true  nature 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  duties. 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  and  encouragement  received  from  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  during  the  year  and  the  continued 
help  and  co-operation  from  all  members  of  the  staff. 


Vj,  H.  SAYERS, 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  A. 


HQUSII^G 


( 1 ) Slum  Clearance. 


Steady  progress  has  been  made  v;ith  the  Council's  Slum 
Clearance  programme  and  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
houses  submitted  to  the  Minister  in  1955  have  now  been 
dealt  with. 


Action  taken  during  the  past  year  was  as  follows s- 


No . of  houses  reported  under  Section  11, 
Housing  Act,  193^  

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  

No.  of  houses  demolished  


25 

21 

3 

l6 


No.  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of 
formal  Undertakings  6 


(2 ) Improvement  Grants. 

There  has  been  no  reduction  in  the  number  of  applica- 
tions for  Improvement  Grants  and  with  the  sewerage  of 
Winffham  and  Eastry  the  demand  will  no  doubt  continue  in 
195^ 


Seventy-five  per  cent  of  Grants  have  been  associated 
with  agricultural  dv/ellings  and  it  is  an  indication  of  the 
success  of  the  Council's  policy  in  this  connection  that  the 
Improvement  Grant  standard  now  sets  a level  for  all  agri- 
cultural cottages  in  the  district.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  almost  all  other  Grants  were  made  for  owner/ 
occupied  houses.  The  apparent  reluctance  of  owners  of 
ordinary  rented  houses  to  take  advantage  of  the  scheme 
suggests  that  they  are  generally  unable  to  put  any  more 
money  into  their  property  or  do  not  find  the  nev/  rentals 
sufficiently  attractive,  for  rarely  is  it  found  that 
tenants  are  unwilling  to  meet  the  increased  rents  that 
the  provision  of  modern  amenities  commands. 
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Since  the  first  grants  were  approved  by  the  Council 
in  July,  1954,  schemes  have  been  approved  in  respect  of 
208  dwellings  of  which  1^5  were  associated  with  agricul- 
ture and  48  v/ere  ovmer /occupied  houses.  The  total 
expenditure  involved  was  £123,000  and  grants  approved 
now  total  over  £49,000. 

While  the  average  total  cost  per  dwelling  has  risen 
in  keeping  v/ith  increased  building  costs,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  average  amount  per  dv/elling  ascribed  to 
repairs  has  fallen,  suggesting  a trend  towards  making  good 
houses  better  rather  than  im.proving  those  in  a poor  state 
of  repair. 

The  following  are  details  of  Grants  approved  during 
the  past  years- 

(1)  Wo.  of  dv/ellings  in  respect  of  which 

Grants  were  approved  90 

Ovmer/occupied  ...  ...  20 

Agricultural  dwellings  65 

(2)  Total  cost  of  schemes  approved;  £55,849 

(Average;  £620  per  dwelling) 


(3)  Amount  ascribed  to  improvements;  £48,0/2 


(4)  nmount  ascribed  to  repairs;  £75777 

(Average:  ^86  per  dv/elling) 


(5)  Total  of  Grants  approved;  £23,012 

(Average;  £255  per  dwelling) 


(6)  The  maximum  grant  of  £400  was  approved  in  12  cases. 


The  follov/ing  is  a summary  of  the  major  improvements 
included  in  schemes  approved 
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Provision  of 

bathrooms  

• • • 

87 

II 

II 

v/ater  closets  ... 

• • • 

75 

II 

II 

hot  water  systems 

• • • 

86 

II 

II 

drainage  

• • • 

60 

II 

II 

ventilated  foodstores 

• • • 

62 

II 

II 

fuel  stores 

• • • 

33 

II 

II 

nev/  windows 

• • • 

40 

II 

II 

additional  rooms 

• • • 

8 

Internal 

wiring  for  electricity 

• • • 

7 

Repair  of  Unfit  Hov ses . 

One  hundred  and  thirty  houses  were  visited  in  connec- 
tion with  housing  defects  and  eighty- three  were  rendered  fit 
as  the  result  of  informat^aa  action. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

No  applications  were  received  for  certificates  of  dis- 
repair . 


Overcrowding. 


By  arrangement  with  the  Housing  Manager  ail  applications 
for  Council  Houses  are  examined  as  received  and  visited  where 
overcrowding  seems  to  he  likely. 


(a) 


(i) 

Number 
end  of 

of 

thi 

dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

0 ^ •••  •••  •••  ••• 

4 

(ii) 

Number 

of 

families  dv/elllng  therein  . . 

5 

(iii) 

Number 

of 

persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

39 

(h) 

(c) 


Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrov/ding 
reported  during  the  year  ... 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
relieved  during  the  year  ... 


(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

OH303  •••  •••  •••  ••• 


2 

5 


• • • 


• • • 


49 


SECTION  B. 


Sanitary  circui^astances 


( 1 ) y'/ater  Supply. 

Under  the  Kent  Hater  Act,  1955?  v/hich  took  effect  on 
1st  April,  1956,  the  Coancil  ceased  to  he  a Statutory  V/ater 
Undertaker  and  the  Rural  District  is  now  supplied  by  three 
Water  Undertakings,  vizs- 

(a)  The  Thanet  Water  Board. 

(b)  The  Mid-Kent  Viater  Company. 

(c)  The  Deal  V/ater  Undertaking. 

Supplies  are  drawn  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk, 
pumping  stations  of  the  Thanet  Water  Board  being  situated 
in  the  parishes  of  Acol,  Minster,  v'/ingham  and  Woodnesborough. 

There  has  been  no  shortage  of  water  during  the  year 
and  eighteen  samples  from  piped  supplies  shov/ed  the  water 
to  be  thoroughly  satisfactory  in  quality, 

A constant  check  is  kept  upon  private  supplies  and  of 
ten  samples  taken  two  were  reported  to  be  unfit  for 
drinking. 

The  number  of  houses  without  a piped  supply  is  being 
steadily  reduced  and  during  the  past  year  a further  fifteen 
houses  v/ere  connected  to  the  main. 

The  following  table  shows  the  present  position  in  the 
different  parishes:- 
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iATm ^PPLY 


Parish 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses . 

No,  of  houses 
with  piped  supply 
into  houses. 

No . of  houses 
v/ith  main  supply 
bv  standoines. 

No.  of  houses 
v/ithout  piped 

SUDOlV. 

:0L 

70 

64 

5 

1 

.pH 

1 

820 

795 

19 

6 

.‘OjESKaM 

1059 

o^ 

0 

c 1 

- 

- 

ksTRY 

521 

509 

9 

3 

YTHORME 

569 

562 

7 

- 

DODNESTOI'TF, 

142 

142 

- 

- 

INS TER 

731 

727 

2 

2 

DNKTON 

140 

135 

2 

3 

DNINGTON 

217 

213 

3 

1 

ORTHBOURiTE 

268 

267 

- 

1 

i^ESTON 

205 

189 

14 

2 

IPPLE 

■ 95 

95 

- 

- 

rtRRE 

42 

38 

4 

- 

HOLDEN 

164 

163 

- 

1 1 

I 

TAPLE 

146 

140 

- 

6 

TOUPJviOUTH 

90 

87 

3 

- 

T.  NICHOLAS. 

211 

201 

3 

7 

UTTON 

228 

220 

5 

1 

3 

ILN'>.N3T0''TE 

111 

111 

- 

- 

li'jGi’Irt.H 

429 

408 

16 

5 

'OODNESEORC  ’ 

331 

313 

14 

4 

I'ORTH 

231 

227 

1 

3 

TOThL 

6820 

6665 

t*'  “ 

107 

48 
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(2)  Drainage . 


The  completion  of  the  sewerage  of  the  village  of 
V/ingham  has  made  possible  long  av/aited  improvements  in  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  that  area.  The  Council  have  assis- 
ted ov/ners  by  providing  laterals  to  the  boundaries  of  each 
property  and  offering  loans  but,  although  progress  in 
connecting  to  the  sewer  has  been  made,  much  remains  to  be 
d one . 


The  pail  closet  is  surely  a form  of  sanitation  that 
cannot  be  tolerated  in  this  age,  particularly  where  sewers 
are  available  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next  two  years 
will  see  the  abolition  of  all  pail  closets  in  sewered  areas, 
not  only  in  V/ingham  and  Eastry  but  also  in  the  villages  of 
Ash  and  Go cdne stone. 

No.  of  visits  in  ccnnecticn  with  drainage  work  425 

No.  of  water  tests  203 

No.  of  mirror  tests 114 

Existing  houses  provided  with  drainage  systems  73 
Existing  houses,  drainage  altered  or  repaired  50 

Existing  houses,  connected  to  sewers  123 

Cesspools  constructed  39 

Septic  tanks  constructed  19 

Fail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  ..  106 


( 3 ) The  Agriculture  (Safety.  Health  oc  V;elfare  Provisions)  Act^l956. 

This  i^ct  concerns  local  authorities  only  in  that  it  imposes 
upon  them  the  duty  of  enforcing  requirements  relating  to  the 
provision  and  maintenance  of  sanitary  conveniences  on  "agricul- 
tural units".  All  other  functions  under  the  Act  including  the 
provision  of  washing  facilities,  are  the  responsibility  of 
Inspectors  to  be  appointed  by  the  Minister.  There  would  have 
been  little  objection  if  the  Ministry  Inspector  had  also  been 
responsible  for  supervising  sanitary  conveniences,  but  in  view 
of  the  close  association  betv/een  provision  of  conveniences  and 
washing  facilities  it  seems  unfortunate  that  these  duties  should 
be  divided. 
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In  viev/  of  the  amount  of  field  v/ork  that  takes  place  in 
this  area,  it  seems  likely  that  the  Act  will  be  of  more  con- 
cern to  this  district  than  to  the  majority  of  local  authorities. 

( 4 ) Moveable  Dv/ellings. 

There  are  seven  camping  sites  in  the  district  which  are 
licensed  annually  to  accommodate  four  hundred  and  seventy-two 
moveable  dv/ellings.  This  figure  includes  forty  residential 
caravans  but  the  number  actually  occupied  in  this  manner  has 
remained  v/ell  below  the  maximum  permitted. 

All  site  licences  restrict  the  type  of  dwellings  to 
approved  trailer  caravans  and  tents  and  a steady  improvement 
in  conditions  and  amenities  on  the  sites  has  been  maintained. 

The  increasing  provision  of  v/ater  closets  and  baths  on 
sites,  however,  results  in  difficulties  in  sewage  disposal, 
as  during  the  peak  period,  of  July  and  xlugust,  the  num*ber  of 
persons  on  the  larger  sites  equals  the  population  of  an 
average  village. 

In  addition  to  sites,  six  licences  v/ere  granted  in  respect 
of  individual  residential  dv/ellings. 

( 5 ) Hod  Pickers'  Camps. 

Six  Hop  Pickers*  camps  in  the  district  v/ere  occupied  during 
the  season  and  conditions  were  generally  satisfactory.  As  in 
past  years,  each  camp  is  visited  at  least  two  months  before 
picking  comm.ences  in  order  to  allov/  ample  time  to  carry  out  any 
structural  work  required.  In  spite  of  this  the  preparation  of 
camps  is  invariably  left  until  the  pickers  are  about  to  arrive. 

( 6 ) Knackers'  Yard. 

There  is  one  knackers*  yard  in  the  district  situated  at 
Ashley  in  the  parish  of  Sutton,  v/hich  is  visited  v/eekly.  It  was 
necessary  during  the  year  to  drav/  attention  to  contraventions  of 
the  Knackers'  Yard  Eye-lav/s  and  a Statutory  notice  v/as  served  in 
respect  of  unsatisfactory  drainage. 

The  animals  dealt  v/ith  at  the  knackers'  yard  during  the 
year  v/ere  j- 

Horses  3^2 
Cattle  515 
Sheep  25 
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I would  once  again  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  meat 
from  a knackers'  yard  is  not  intended  for  human  consumption 
and  is  therefore  not  inspected.  The  risks  to  public  health 
from  this  source  are  obvious  and  there  is  an  urgent  need  for 
legislation  tc  ensure  that  no  meat  from  a knackers'  yard 
could  possibly  be  used  for  humian  consumption,  at  least  unless 
it  has  been  rendered  safe. 


(7)  Shops  Acts. 


There  are  221  premises  in  the  district  to  v;hich  the  Shops 
Acts  apply.  The  County  Council  has  delegated  tc  the  District 
Council  enforcement  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  v;ith  the  exception 
of  provisions  relating  to  the  suspension  of  closing  hours  and 
street  trading  by  young  persons. 

223  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  Act  and  ^4 
minor  infringements  were  discovered.  49  of  these  related  to 
the  exhibition  of  notices  and  five  to  closing  hours  and  all 
v/ere  remedied  by  informal  action. 


( 8 ) Rodent  Control. 

Two  full  time  operatives  are  em.ployed  but  in  the  summer 
months  whenever  work  permiits , one  is  made  available  to  the 
Surveyor's  Department. 

During  the  past  summer  the  level  of  infestation  was 
exceptionally  lew  and  although  a heavy  influx  of  rats  occurred 
in  the  Autumn,  the  Council's  refuse  tips  have  remained  remark- 
ably free . 

From  time  tc  time  it  is  desirable  to  examine  from,  infor- 
mation available,  the  position  of  infestation  in  the  district 
and  to  consider  what  progress,  if  any,  is  being  made.  The 
number  of  rats  varies  fromi  year  to  year  due  to  various  factors 
influencing  breeding  but,  judged  upon  the  past  five  years,  I am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  number  of  rats  in  the  district  has 
definitely  decreased.  This  view  is  based  not  so  much  upon  the 
number  of  infestations  discovered,  but  rather  upon  the  fact _ 
that  infestations,  generally,  are  very  much  smaller  and  it  is 
nov;  impossible  to  find  major  infestations  of  a type  that  were 
commonplace  a few  years  ago. 
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This  position  has  been  brought  about  by  the  constant 
survey  which  has  been  carried  out,  a practice  which  not 
only  reveals  infestations,  but  keeps  the  occupiers  "rat 
conscious". 

v'/hile  the  position  may  be  one  for  satisfaction,  there 
is  no  room  for  complacency  as  any  slackening  in  rodent 
control  for  even  a short  period,  could  undo  the  v/ork  of  years. 

Summary  of  j/ork  for  the  Year  19^6 


INSPECTIONS 


No.  of  Properties 
inspected . 

Local 
Authority 
Property . 

Dv/ellins* 
PTouses . 

Agri- 
cultural 
Pr  operty . 

Business 
Premises . 

total 

(a)  Follov/ing 
Complaint  s 

1 

119 

37 

40 

197 

No . found  to 
be  infested; 

1 

108 

35 

32 

176 

(b)  In  course  of 
Survey : 

3 

103 

O 

O 

13 

619 

No  . found  to 
be  infested; 

3 

42 

127  • 

6 

178 

TRErt.Iiffil'JTS 

(a)  Rats: 

ivla.i  or ; 

3 

5 

64 

4 

76 

Miner; 

1 

117 

52 

12 

182 

(b)'  Mice: 

Ma  .1  or : 

- 

14 

5 

4 

23 

Minor ; 

— 

19 

5 

8 

32 
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( 9 ) Factories  Acts..  19^7  and  1Q48. 


There  are  seventy- three  premises  in  the  district  to 
which  the  Factories  Acts  apply,  of  which  twelve  only  do  not 
employ  mechanical  power.  The  majority  are  small  local  work- 
shops such  as  bakehouses,  garages- and  builders  yards,  the 
exceptions  being  a sausage  factory,  a large  laundry  and  a 
clothing  factory.  Hie  follov;ing  tables  give  details  of 
inspections  carried  out:- 


1 “ lITSPEGTIOi^S 


Premises 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Remister 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 
prosecu- 
ted . 

(i)  Factories  in 
v/hich  Sections  1, 
2,3,4-  <3c  6 , are  to 
be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

12 

7 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories 
not  included  in 
( i ) in  which 

Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the 

Local  Authority 

6l 

102 

6 

1 

(iii)  Other 
Premises  in 
v/hich  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local 

Authority  (ex- 
cluding out- 
workers ' 
premises) 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

73 

109 

6 

- 

10  - 


2 - ChSES  in  V/J-IICH  defects  were  FOIDID 


Particulars . 


v'/ant  of  clean- 
liness . 
Overcrov/ding. 
Unreasonable 
temperature . 
Inadequate 
ventilation , 
Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors . 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes. 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat- 
ing to  Outwork) 


TOTAL 


Number  of” cases  in  which 

defects  v/ere  found  Number  of 

cases  in 


Referred 

which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

pr osecu- 

Inspctr . 

Inspctr . 

tions  were 
institu- 

ted. 

7 

- 

5 

_ 1 
1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

5 

- 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

t 

1 

1 

1 

1 

m ! 

1 C — 1 I 

1 1 

1 1 

i 10 

1 

- 

1 

r “ 

L_ 
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SECTION  C. 


INSPECTION  aIvTD  supervision  OF  FOOD 


( 1 ) Food  Hygiene, 


Further  progress  towards  clean  and  safe  food  was  made 
during  the  year  by  the  introduction  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955*  Like  all  regulations  they  are  open  to 
criticism  and  they  have  certainly  presented  many  problems 
in  interpretation  and  practical  application,  particularly 
in  the  case  of  small  businesses  associated  with  dwelling 
houses.  The  Regulations,  however,  are  a step  forward  and 
a v/elcome  addition  to  existing  food  legislation  but  not  less 
important  that  the  structure  and  equipment  they  require,  is 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  used.  Progress  in  this  connection 
is  slow  and  unspectacular  being  dependent  upon  many  factors 
- education,  advice,  example  and  even  incentive. 

The  Health  Officer  endeavours  to  persuade  the  trader 
that  food  hygiene  is  really  good  business  but  how  much  more 
convincing  is  the  customer  v/ho  voices  her  objection  to 
unsatisfactory  conditions  or  practices,  and'  yet  hov/  seldom 
is  this  donel 


There  are  252  premises  in  the  district  to  v/hich  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  apply,  all  of  v/hich  have  been 
regularly  visited.  The  various  types  of  businesses 
concerned  are  as  follov/s;- 


Bakehouses . 

17 

Restaurants,  etc. 

32 

Factory  Canteens. 

6 

School  Canteens. 

14 

Butchers  Shops . 

15 

" iobile. 

2 

Grocers  Shops. 

77 

Fishmongers.  5 
Greengrocers.  5 
Confectioners.  13 
Public  Houses.  66 


Twenty-four  of  these  premises  are  registered  under  the 
Food  &.  Drugs  Act  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages 
or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  for  sale,  as 
follov/s?- 


Manufacture  of  sausages. 

Butchers  Shops 

15. 

etc . 

- do  - 

Factory. 

1. 

Cooking  Hams. 

Grocers  Shops. 

3. 

Frying  Fish. 

Shops . 

5. 

During  the  year  a total  of  792  visits  were  made  in 
connection  with  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  Food  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions and  Meat  Regulations  and  all  minor  infringements  were 
remedied  informally. 

Particular  mention  should  be  made  of  the  school  canteens 
provided  by  the  Education  Authority  where  it  was  found  a very 
high  standard  of  hye;iene  was  maintained.  In  contrast  it 
was  unfortunately  necessary  to  again  draw  attention  to  the 
unsatisfactory  premises  used  by  the  National  Coal  Board  as  a 
canteen  at  Betteshanger  Colliery.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  Council  will  be  successful  in  bringing  the  use  of  this 
building  to  an  end  in  1957* 


(2 ) Milk  Supply. 

There  are  twenty-six  milk  distributors  registered  in 
the  district,  four  having  dairy  premises  and  ten  trading 
from  adjoining  districts. 

By  an  order  made  under  Section  23,  Food  oc  Drugs  (Milk, 
Dairies  & Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950?  the  district  is  part 
of  a specified  area  and  all  milk  sold  by  retail  for  human 
consumption  is  specially  designated,  i.e.  Pasteurised, 
Sterilised  or  Tuberculin  Tested. 

Milk  supplied  to  farm  workers  by  their  employers  is 
not  subject  to  the  order  and  during  the  year  all  such  milk 
v/as  sampled  for  Biological  examination. 

The  following  licences  v/ere  granted  for  the  sale  of 
designated  milks j- 


'Pasteurised  i 


Tuberculin  Tested: 


Sterilised: 


ti 


II 


(Dealers) 

(Supplementary) 

(Dealers) 

(Supplementary) 

(Dealers) 


10 


11 


8 


8 


1 


Details  of  samples  taken  are  as  follov/s;- 


13 


Tuberculin  Tested:  17  Samples.  Two  samples  failed  the 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 


T.T.  (Pasteurised):  17  Samples.  One  sample  failed  the 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 


Pasteurised : 


40  Samples.  Three  samples  failed  the 
Meth^^lene  Blue  Test. 


Samples  taken  from  farms  for 
Biological  examinatipn  ^4,  All  negative. 


( 3 ) Ice-cream. 

There  are  seventy-six  premises  in  the  district 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and  in  all  of  these 
the  ice-cream  is  pr e-v/rapped . Supplies  are  obtained  from  a 
few  lare'e  manufacturers  outside  the  district  and  in  view  of 
this  the  number  of  samples  taken  has  been  reduced-. 


Results  of  Samclinp': 

Number  taken;  Grade  I.  Grade  II.  Grade  III.  Grade  IV. 


13 


2 


11 


(4)  Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  only  tv;o  small  licensed  slaughterhouses  in 
the  district  and  both  are  in  regular  use  throughout  the 
year.  The  maintenance  of  efficient  inspections  continues 
to  demand  time  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  small  numiber  of 
animals  killed. 

100%  post  mortem  inspection  is  conducted  in  accordance 
with  Memo  ^/Meat  and  although  a thorough  routine  examination 
is  made  of  all  beef  carcases  for  evidence  of  cysticercus  bovis , 
no  cases  were  found  during  the  year. 

All  unsound  meat  and  offal  is  stained  green  before  leaving 
the  premiises,  smiall  quantities  being  destroyed  and  large  amounts 
■being  sent  to  the  glue  v/orks. 
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Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

imter  killed  (if  known) 

84 

- 

9 

631 

288 

- 

imber  inspected. 

84 

- 

9 

631 

288 

- 

i.l  diseases  exceot 

j:terculosis  & 

isticerci 
hole  carcases 
ondemned 

Creases  of  which  some 
irt  or  organ  was  con- 
:lmned 

rcentage  of  the  number 
jspected  affected  with 
i^sease  other  than 
berculosis  and 
■;sticerci 

11 

. 

. 

14 

4 

- 

r 

LO 

1 

L 

- 

2.2% 

1.4% 

- 

berculosis  onlv: 

hole  carcases 
ic  ondemned 

■rcases  of  which  some 
rt  or  organ  was  con- 
imned 

rcentage  of  the  number 
spected  affected  with 
^berculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

rv> 

1 

- 

• 

CO 

- 

- 

8.7% 

- 

.'Sticercosis . 
rcases  of  which  some 
rt  or  organ  was  c on- 
ioned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

rcases  submitted  to 
jeatment  by 
• fr igeration 

Penalised  and 
{tally  condemned 

•1 — 

• _ 

- ' 

. 

' - 

- 

- 

- 

j 

1 

1 

j 

- 

- 

■- 

Total  weight  of  carcases,  parts  of  carcases 
and  off .7:1  re.iected  for  all  diseases 


Tons  . 

Cwt  s . 

'•tt  s . 

lbs . 

Carcases  

- 

Parts  of  Carcases 

“ 

3 

2 

20 

Offal  

- 

1 

1 

6 

TOTAL)  ...  ... 

- 

4 

3 

26 

In  addition  to  meat  surrendered  at  slaughterhouses  the  follov/- 
ing  food  was  inspected  at  the  request  of  traders  and  surrendered  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption: - 


Canned  Food, 

Meat  •••  63tins« 

Fish  ...  ...  10  " 

Fruit 22  " 

Milk 10  " 

Peas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21  " 

Miscellaneous  16  " 


Other  Foods . 


Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53  lbs . 

Heef  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  333  lbs . 
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SECTION  D. 


OTHER  SERVICES 


( 1 )  The  ClnematograDh  Acts.  1Q09  & 10^2, 

There  is  one  cinema  only  in  the  district,  at  Aylediam, 
which  is  licensed  annually  by  the  Council.  Advice  in 
connection  v/ith  fire  prevention  is  given  by  the  Kent  Fire 
Brigade,  and  alterations  were  carried  out  during  the  year  to 
meet  requirements  of  the  Cinematograph  (Safety)  Regulations, 
1955?  v/hich  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1956*  Certain 
provisions  of  the  new  regulations  will  apply  to  cinematograph 
exhibitions  v/hich  are  regularly  given  at  village  halls  in 
various  parts  of  the  district. 


( 2 )  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguard)  Regulations.  19*01. 

The  above  regulations  require  fireguards  of  a specified 
standard  to  be  fitted  to  all  domestic  gas  fires,  electric 
fires  and  oil  heaters.  During  the  year  check  tests  have 
been  made  of  heating  appliances  exposed  for  sale  in  the 
district . 


( 3 )  Pet  Animals  Act.  1991. 

There  are  no  licensed  pet  shops  in  the  district  and  no 
action  under  the  Act  has  been  necessary  during  the  year. 


( 4 ) Civil  Defence. 

The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  is  responsible  for 
a num.ber  of  functions  in  the  Rural  District  including 
Billeting,  Emergency  Feeding,  Rest  Centres  and  Burial  of 
the  Dead. 
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